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Reverend Mother,1 so thither, into the precincts of the
community, they were conveyed.
Indeed, until their seventh birthday the twins wete
allowed the freedom of the whole house, of which they
were in very truth the children, wandering round to the
different nuns, one of whom made Theresa a little habit
which she was proud to wear, though her twin would have
none of it. There is a picture of Mother Barat's last visit
to Amiens in the summer of 1857 when the twins were
six and a half years old, the whole household gathering round
the Superior General with the same love and devotion as
in the first years of the Society.
On that occasion there was a holiday, un conge sans cloche,
at " La Neuville," the country house just outside Amiens,
with its farm, orchards and vegetable gardens disposed in
the way known in Northern France as hortillons, that is,
patches of vegetables surrounded by water armlets from
the Somme. In this country place were found old-fashioned
walks bordered with flower beds, while a little wood of
elms and beeches surrounded " the Mountain,5* a magnified
mole-hill, which made an excellent out-of-door theatre.
To this came Mother Barat: " small, thin, with olive-
tinted complexion, quick walk, rapid and expressive
gestures, a gay laugh and a way of holding her cross in
her hands on her breast, as she is represented in the
pictures/' And as she watched the play Theresa Neill
sat at her feet, leaning her head against the knees of the
Saint
In connection with "La Neuville," Mother Theresa
relates an incident which brings out the friendly relations
between the nuns and their pupils. It was on the occasion
of another conge sans chcfa^ that is, a day free from the
1 Reverend Mother d'Oussi&rcs.